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The Nalin and Goodneſs of Gor, in the 
' Vegetable Creation, farther conſidered. 
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T a Court of Aſſiſtants held this Day, Ordered, That the 
Thanks of this Court be given the Reverend Mr. Dopp, for 
his excellent Sermon preached before the Company this Day, and 
that he be deſired to permit the ſame to be printed; and that the 
ſaid Order be tranſcribed and ſigned by the Clerk, and preſented to 


the faid Mr. Dopp by Mr, Tyſon. x 


2 SAM. xxili. 4, /atter Part. 
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1 AS THE TENDER GRASS SPRINGING OUT OF THE 
in EARTH BY CLEAR SHINING AFTER RAIN. 


UCH are the difplays of Almighty power in the 
8 vegetable world, that every eye and every heart 
are captivated with their variety and excellence. 
From this rich ſource of imagery, both the Poet 
and the Orator borrow their moſt pleaſing, and in- 
ſtructive alluſions. It is obſervable, that the ſacred Scrip- 
tures themſelves, abound with a great diverſity of juſt 
1 and elegant metaphors, taken from the vegetable race: 
_ Is Indeed, I have always found, ſays an ingenious 
[ « writer, that upon this and every other ſubject, I 


* 


* Dr. Denne, in a Sermon, On the Wiſdom of God in the vegetable creation,” 

p. II. N. c. * And that I may do juſtice to the dignity and beauty of Scripture-lan- 

; © guage, ſays he, as well as to the obſervation here made, I refer my reader to the 
« few following paſſages, where he will ſee with pleaſure, the juſtneſs and elegancy 
c of metaphors, taken from the vegetable creation; Gen. xxvii. 28. Deut. xxxii. 2. 
2 Sam. xxiii. 4. Job xxix. 19, 23. Pſalm. i. 3. Ixxii. 6. Prov. xvi. 15. xix. 12. 
& The Book of Canticles. Iſai. v. xviii. 4, c. xxvii. 6. lv. 10, 11. xi. 11. 
% Ter. xvii. 7, 8. Exzek. xxxi. 3, Cc. Hoſ. xiv. 5. Cc. Eccluſ. xxiv. 12, c. 
„ xX&iX. 13, 14. John xv. Heb, vi. 7.“ 5 
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« cannot expreſs myſelf in ſo proper a ſtyle, as i in that 
« of the Holy Scriptures.” 

The ſhort ſentence, which I have choſen for my text, 
ſeems to afford us a proof of this truth, for in it the 


royal Prophet very clearly diſcovers the great agents in 


the wonderful buſineſs of vegetation. The ſentence is 
part of the laſt words of David, a portion. of ſcripture 


which has been ill underſtood, and which has its obſcu.. 
Tities; and thoſe by no means diminiſhed thro the me- 
dium of our tranſlation. The whole verſe runs thus: 


And he ſball be as the light of the morning, when the ſun 


riſetb; even a morning without clouds :—as. the tender 


grafs ſpringing out of the earth by clear ſhining after rain. 


It is not my purpoſe to concern myſelf with the whole 
paſſage, which is a prophecy. of the Meſſiab, as Biſhop: 
Chandler hath ſhewn at large f: my buſineſs now is only 
with the latter clauſe of it, in which the Royal Penman. 


aſſerts this ſtrielhy philoſophical truth; © that the light 


ee and the rain are the two grand. agents and inſtru- 


4 ments of vegetation, in cauſing the tender herb to 


e ſpring out of the earth.“ For thus the paſſage runs 
literally render'd from the Hebrew, which is very poe- 
tical ; from the bright ſhining light; —from the rain,, the: 


+ See his excellent * Defence of Chriſtianity,” chap, iii, ſect, 3. vol. i i. page 2355. 
"& ſeq. 
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render herb fuclngeth out of the earth; the clear ſhining 
light of the ſun raiſes and carries the ſap thro' the 
tubes of vegetables; that ſap, which the water is ſo ne- 
ceſſary and uſeful to form and ſupply, as it waſhes and 
carries off the parts to. be ſeparated and ejected; and 
tempers and detaches the parts for the nutriment and 
growth of the vegetable kingdom. 

In the laſt ſermon, on the preſent occaſion, we car- 
ried our ſpeculations thus far; contemplating the prin- 
cipal agents in the wonderful work of Vegetation, and 
alſo the proper food of vegetables. We traced the young 
plant from its ſeed to its farſt appearance, in its infant 
Nate, above the ſurface of the earth; when it puts 
forth its tender head, and ſollicits the a aid of na- 
ture for its increaſe and perfection. To which many 
things concur : and we ſhall now ſee by extending our 
reſearches, that the wiſe and adorable Creator hath fo 
form'd and temper'd every part, that each, with moſt 
exquiſite harmony, concurs to the good of the whole, 
and. tends to promote the great purpoſe of the plant's 
growth, and improvement. 

The more fully to convince us of the Creator's wil - 
dom, in this reſpect, we will take a view of the con- 
ſtituent parts of Plants; and ſee, how uſeful all of 


them reſpectively are in their ſeveral deſtinations: and 
B 2 how 


L141 


how they mutually conduce to the ſame uniform end, 


the vegetation and perfection of the plant. —It will be 
enough for me, if I lay before you, ſome general ob- 
ſervations, without entering into a minute and exact a- 
natomy of the ſeveral parts, the root — the ſtalk or 


trunk, — the bud, — the leaf, - the flower, —the fruit.— 


It is not eaſy to treat of theſe in a method at once ſuf- 


ficiently familiar and philoſophical; plain enough for 


the pulpit, and yet didactic enough for the preſs: the 


difficulty of the undertaking will therefore, I perſuade 


myſelf, ſecure me much allowance from the candid and 
ingenuous. 


I. This premiſed, we proceed to obſerve, as a general 
remark, that the anatomy of plants, no leſs than the 


anatomy of the human frame, affords a ſtriking and ſa- 


tisfactory evidence of the amazing deſign, and unerring 
wiſdom of the Creator of the world. No man can take 


a view of the ſeveral parts of the human body; can ob- 


ſerve the finiſhed excellence of each part ſeparately, and 


be made acquainted with the nice connections and de- 
pendencies, the intimate communications, regular ac- 


tions, and invariable uſes of all the parts together, but 


he muſt be ſtruck with a great idea of the mighty 


Maker, 


el J [ 5 1 
Maker, who planned, and who perfected fo noble a 
Machine!—but he muſt be led to ſay, This bath God 
done | | 

Now, when we are ſhewn that the din is the ſame 
with reſpect to the vegetable creation; that the parts of 
every plant are not more perfect in themſelves, than uni- 
form and exact in their co-operation for the good of the 
whole - muſt not the ſame conſequences naturally be 
drawn ? muſt not the ſame wiſdom and deſign of the 
wonderful Creator affect our minds, and elevate our 
deyotion ? 

But that this is true of plants, we have unqueſtion- 
able proof: accurate and induſtrious Naturaliſts fa- 
mongſt whom Malpight and Grew ever claim the farſt 

honour) © have given us very exact and faithful accounts 

. « of the ſtructure of the parts of plants, which they 
« carefully traced from, their firſt minute origin, the ſe- 3 
« minal plants, to their full growth and maturity, thro' 

e their roots, trunk, bark, branches, gems, ſhoots, 
ce leaves, bloſſoms, and fruits. In all of which they ob- 
« ſerved a regular ſymmetry of parts, moſt curiouſly 
« wrought, in ſuch a manner, that the great work of 


« vegetation might effectually be carried on, by the 
« uniform co-operation of the ſeveral parts, according 
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<« to the different offices aſſigned dm P the God f 
c nature.” 4 

Could this ſymmetry and uniformity, invarkiblh my 
unchanged, from generation to generation, be the effect of 
blind chance or unthinking matter? Common ſenſe re- 


| jects the abſurd imagination: and reaſon, in this view, 


is even compelled to acknowledge the hand of a Creator, 
glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders.* 
But further till, let us make another general remark 
reſpecting theſe ſeveral parts of plants; that however 
each part may differ from the correſpondent one in 
plants of another genus or ſpecies; yet every part con- 
tinues unalterably and preciſely the ſame, in its own 
ſpecific generation, and is never found to vary in a thou- 
ſand ages. Thus, for inſtance, however different the 
root, the leaf, the flower, may be in the Lily, and in 
the Roſe; yet the root, the leaf, the flower of the Lily 
and of the Roſe, are found invariably the ſame in every 
Roſe and Lily of the ſame preciſe genus and ſpecies.— 
Without recurring to the wiſe determination of an ori- 
ginal deſigner and maker; where is the Philoſopher, 
who can explain or account for this amazin 8 regulari ty; ? 


4 See Vegetable Staticks,” page ii. of the $a. 03 
* Exod. xv. II. 
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Once more let us obſerve, that tho' in all plants the 
fame parts perform nearly the ſame office; the roots, 
the ſtalks, the leaves, the flower uniformly co- operating 
in all to the ſame regular end ;—yet no man can remark 
without wonder, and without an high idea of the ſtu- 
pendous Maker of all things, how various throughout 
the vegetable world each of theſe parts is found ! what 
a difference do-we diſcern in the roots, in the trunks 
ur ſtalks, in the leaves, the flowers, and the fruits of 
the vegetable tribe! what beauty, elegance and ſatiſ- 
faction ariſe from hence, and how pleaſing is the con- 
templation of the Creator's wiſdom from this view! To 
be convinced, let a man only take a view of the incon- 
ceivable variety diſcernible in the leaves, and in the 
flowers of vegetables; and learn from thence to liſt up 
his adoring heart to the firſt author of perfection and 
beauty. 
From theſe general: obſervations upon the whole ;, let 
83 to the particular parts, and in them ſurvey 
the wiſdom of the All-wiſe: which, in the firſt place, 
is very obvious from the ROOTS“ of a. We en- 


The Wie- man reckons the knowledge of theſe; amongſt the mung; which God 
hath taught him: and conſequently it cannot be unworthy our ſpeculation: For he 
hath given me to know,—&c,—the violence of winds, and the reafonings of men; the 
uiverſiies of plants, and the virtues of ROOTS, Amajry fg Wiſdom vii. 20. 
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ter not into the Botanical Diviſion of them: this is an- 


other province, which hath been well fulfilled by the la- 
bours of ONE, + nearly connected with this reſpectable 
body; and to whole accuracy the botanical world 1s 
highly indebted. 

The Root, (as we obſerved in the former ſermon) ariſes 
from a little point in the ſeed called the radicle, 
which always and invariably ſhoots downwards, and 
turns up the ſtem perpendicularly : a marvellous effect, 
and a full proof of the Creator's deſign, and without a 
reference thereto wholly unaccountable; as in the ſowing 
the ſeed of plants the radicle muſt ſo often lye upwards, 
and the plumule downwards. The Root is defined to 
be © that part of a plant, which is faſtened to the 
« ground, or to ſome other body, from whence it 
« draws the nutritious Juices, and tranſmits them to the 
« other parts: on which account it becomes the part 
moſt eſſential to'the growth and perfection of the plant, 
nay, in many, if the Root remain intire, increaſe and 
perfection will doubtleſs enſue. 


+ See A ſhort intreduBicn to the knowledge of Botany, Wc. by Philip Miller, 


44 F. R. S. Gardener to the Worſhipful Company of Apothecaries. He there in- 


forms us, that Roots are divided into, 1. fibrous, 2. bulbous, 3- tuberous and gives 
us plates of the vatious ſorts of each of theſe. 


There 


19 1 

There is a fine and elegant reference to this particular 
in the book of Job t; which 1 will read to you, as it 
will ferve to confirm the remark made at the beginning 
of this diſcourſe, reſpecting the propriety of the ſcrip- 
ture alluſions to the vegetable creation: here is hope , 
a tree, if it be Cut down, that it will ſprout again; and 
that the tender branch thereof will not ceaſe : though the 
root thereof wax old | continue long] in the earth, and 
the lack tberegf die in the ground: yet thro the SCENT of 
water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant. — 
From whence we learn, that if a tree be totally de- 
ſtroyed or cut down to its root, yet it will again revive 
thro the inſtrumentality of the root, and the ſcent of the 
water, [2% MMA) from the odour or ſmell of the water, 
or rather from the ſpirit, the reek, * or vapour; which 
(as the ſacred Writer in our text expreſſes it) the bright 
 ſhiging of the light having rarefied, cauſes to aſcend 
thro' the capillary tubes in the root, and thus performs 
the buſineſs. of vegetation, —Here then again we have in 
the ſacred ſcriptures, a very philoſophical paſſage which 
accurately nenn to us this great and Leer g ope- 
ration. l 0 
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* e 4 . 


t _ xiv, 75 4; 94 
* Our Englio word reel, ſeems evidently derived from the Hebrew NA riech. 
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The root conſiſts of an infinite number of abſorbent 


veſſels, which, being diſperſed thro' the interſtices of the 


a 


(c 
686. 
t 


cc 


earth, attract or imbibe their proper juices. And, that 
nothing may be admitted into them, but what can rea- 
dily be carried off by perſpiration, (vegetables having no 
other proviſion for diſcharging their recrement) the God 
of nature has providently taken care to cover them with 


very fine thick ſtrainer. The Root in plants has 
been obſerved to do the office of the ſtomach in ani- 
mals, that is, to make the firſt and principal digef- 


tion of the alimentary matter. And an able Bota- 


niſt, + has endeavoured to ſhew, that the Root does 


the office of all the parts in the inteſtines of animals, 
deſtined for nutrition; it being the Root which re- 
ceives the nouriſhment; which prepares, digeſts, and 
alters it into ſap, to be afterwards diſtributed to all 
the parts of the plant. The ſmell, colour, and 
even taſte, ſhew how conſiderable an alteration: the 
Juices undergo in the root: ſo that the root may be 
laid down as the great principle of vegetation.” *- 


But then, altho' vegetables are not endued with that 


propelling engine, which by its alternate dilatations and 


+ M. Renanme. ee $4,393 $419 my een ee bay 
t See Chambers's Dictionary, under the word ROOF, 


contractions forcibly drives the blood in animals thro: 


1 — 


their 


1 

their arteries and veins: yet God hath wonderfully 
contrived to convey the neceſſary nouriſhment, which 
the root imbibes, and powerfully to raiſe, as well as 
maintain, the fap in motion. 

For all plants conſiſt of two ſeries or orders of veſſels; 
firſt, thoſe which receive, and diſtribute the alimentary 
Juices, anſwering to the lacteals, arteries, veins, & c. of 
animals; and ſecondly, the tracheæ or air-veſſels, which 
are long capillary pipes, wherein air is commonly re- 


ceived, and whereby it is expelled; that is, in/pired and 


expired. From the influence of the ſun on the air in- 
cluded in theſe veſſels, ariſes a perpetual ſpring of action 
to promote the circulation of the juices in plants. + 

The better to conceive this; we muſt recollect, that 
the air is indued with a certain admirable property, 
which Philoſophers call elaſticity; whereby it always 
endeavours to expand itſelf, and that with a force pro- 
portionable to its denſity. $ As ſoon therefore as the 
heat of the ſun begins to operate upon the denſe air, 
incloſed in the tracheæ of Plants, and to rarefy it; a 


+ Sec Matpighi. Oper. Anat. Plant. P- 1 55 Se. Theſe tracheæ, or air-veſſels, as 
Dr. Derham obſerves, are viſible, and appear very pretty in the leaf of ſcabious, or the 
Vine, by pulling aſunder ſome of it's principal ribs, or great fibres; between which 
may be ſeen the ſpiral air-veſſels, (like-threads of cobwebs) a little uncoiled: a figure 
whereof Dr. Grew hath given in his Anat. of Plants. Tab. 51, 52. 


t See Dr. Arbuthnot's Eſſay an Air, and Chambers's Damen, under the words 
Ps. and ELASTICITY, 


C 2 motion 
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motion immediately enſues from the external air, which, 
ruſhing into the extremities of the tracheæ at the root, 
cauſes a general motion, and of conſequence the con- 


veyance of the nutritious fan into the veilels _"— 
to receive them. | 


Now when the ſolar heat has begun to operate upon 
the air, incloſed in the ſeed, (of which there is always 
a due quantity;z) * and the ſtem, with the radicle point- 
ing downwards, puts forth its tender head from the: 
earth; then its further growth conſiſts in the extenſion 
of every part: for the effecting of which the Creator 
has provided innumerable little veſicles, which, being 
replete with dilating moiſture, every ductile part is 
thereby extended and drawn out. And we may eaſily 
conceive how the longitudinal capillary tubes ſtill retain 
their cavity, eſſentially neceſſary to vegetation, (not- 


withſtanding they are thus drawn out and extended) 


from the like effect in melted glaſs tubes, which tho” 
ſpun out to a thread, yet remain hollow; as alſo is the 
eaſe with the hairs. of our heads, nay and, probably, 
with the moſt exquiſitely fine nerves of our Bodies. 
But then, as a vaſt quantity of nouriſhment is requi- 


ite for the ſupport of the increaſing plant; the root 


* See Malpighi Opera, p. 57, &c. tom. i, and tom. i. p. 1, Sr. 92 


1 

alſo grows and extends in proportion. And becauſe 
the action of the ſolar heat neceſſarily diminiſhes, as the 
diſtance from the ſurface of the earth incfeaſes; there- 
fore we find by a wiſe proviſion of the Almighty, that 
the roots of trees and plants do not ſhoot perpendicularly 
into the earth, but ſpread themſelves circularly on every 
ſide; and: keep for the molt part at a given diſtance 
from the center. By this means the air - veſſels are not 
only acted upon much more effectually by the ſolar heat, 
but they have a much larger ſcope for attracting thoſe 
Juices, which. are neceſſary for. their aliment, than if 
they deſcended perpendicularly into the earth. And 
from the large ſize of roots, and the known profuſe 
perſpiration: of vegetables, we may eafily conclude, that 
an amazing quantity of nouriſhment is neceſſary to their. 
growth. and perfection. 

The influence of the Sun is doubtleſs conſiderable at 
a great depth beneath the ſurſace of the earth: were it 
not fo, it is difficult to conceive how vegetables could be 
ſupported.. That great and good philoſopher Dr: Hales 
hath given us ſome accurate experiments, whereby he 
proved the degree of the ſun's heat, under the earths 
ſurface; and upon theſe, he reaſons as follows, with 
which words of his, I ſhall conclude what I had to ar” 
reſpecting the-rvors: of plants. T | 


+ See ©: Vegetable Statics,” Pag. 63, vol. i. 
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« From theſe experiments, he obſerves, that the heat 
of the ſun being conſiderable at rwo feet depth, under 
the earth's ſurface, it muſt needs have a ſtrong influ- 
ence in railing the moiſture at that and greater depths : 
whereby a great and continual 'wreak, or vapour 
mult always be aſcending during the warm ſummer, 
by night as well as by day: for the heat at two feet 
depth, is nearly the ſame, night and day, the in- 
fluence of the ſun-beams giving the moiſture of the 
earth a briſk, undulating motien ; which moiſture or 
watery particles, when ſeparated, or rarefied by heat, 
do aſcend in the form of vapour. 
« And the force of the warm and confined vapour 
(ſuch as is that which is one, two, or three feet in the 
earth,) muſt be very conſiderable, ſo as to penetrate 
the roots with ſome vigour; as we may reaſonably ſup- 
pole from the vaſt force of confined vapour, in æolipiles 


(hollow metalline balls with ſlender necks) in the di- 


geſter of roſes, and the engine to raiſe water by 
fire, —If plants were not in this manner ſupplied 
with moiſture, it were impoſſible for them to ſubſiſt 
under the ſcorching heats within the tropicks, where 


they have no rain for many months together. For 
c tho' the dews are much greater there than in theſe 


northern climates; yet dbl where the heat ſo 


55 cc much 


wy 
much exceeds ours, the whole quantity evaporated 
in a day there, does as far exceed the quantity that 
falls by night in dew, as the quantity gvaporated here 
in a ſummer's day, is found to exceed the quantity 
of dew, which falls in the night. But the dew, 
which falls in a hot ſummer ſeaſon, cannot poſſibly 
ebe of any benefit to the roots of trees, becauſe it is 
« remanded back from the earth, by - the following 
<« day's heat, before ſo ſmall a quantity of moiſture can 
* have ſoaked to any conſiderable depth. The great 
ce benefit therefore of dew in hot weather, muſt ariſe, 
« from its being plentifully imbibed into vegetables; 
* thereby not only refreſhing them for the preſent, but 
ce alſo furniſhing them with a freſh ſupply of moiſture 
ce towards the great expences of the ſucceeding day. 
<« Tis therefore probable that the roots of trees and 
e plants, are thus by means of the ſun's warmth, con- 
«. ſtantly, irrigated with freſh ſupplies of moiſture; 
« which by the ſame means inſinuates itſelf with ſome 
<« vigour: into the roots. For, if the moiſture of the 
« earth were not thus a tuated, the roots muſt then re- 
© Cee all £ their nouriſhment, merely by imbibing the, 
« next, adjoining moiſture., from the earth: and conſe- 
« quently the ſhell of earth, next the ſurface of the. 
coats, would always be conſiderably drier, the nearer. 
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« jt is to the root, which I have not ever obſerved to 
« beſo. And it would be difficult for the roots to im- 
«© bibe ſufficient moiſture in dry ſummer weather, if it 
were not thus conveyed to them by the penetrating 
« warmth of the ſun : whence by the ſame genial heat, 
«in conjunction with the attraction of the capillary ſap- 
« veſſels, it is cartied up thro' the bodies and branches of 
vegetables; and thence paſling into the leaves, it is 
there moſt powerfully ated upon, in thoſe thin 
& plates, and put into an undulating motion, by the 
« ſun's warmth, whereby it is moſt plentifully thrown 
« off and perſpired through their ſurface; whence, as 1 
| ſoon as it is difintangled, it mounts with great ra- 
j © pidity in the free air. | 

| Having thus conſidered the uſe of the root in vegeta- 
tion, I ſhould now proceed to take a ſurvey of the other 
parts, which are not leſs admirably contrived and adap- 
ted to the ſeveral offices, they are formed to diſcharge ; 
and of their harmonious concurrence to the perfection and 
completion of the butznels of regetation=—But: having * 
already taken up ſo much or Jour Une, I muſt * 
only offer a remark or two in conchufion: 167 unleſs vs 


theſe truths are brought home to ourſelves, in vain” "ws 
preach ; in vain Ju hear, h 
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I, From this curſory view which we have taken of 
che Roots: of plants, we evidently diſcern a deſigning 
hand in their formation: — nay, we are ſatisfied that 
they muſt not only be the effect of deſign, but of con- 
ſummate wiſdom. Perhaps they are not complicated to 
ſo great a degree as the internal parts of the animal cre- 
ation; nevertheleſs they are fitted - admirably fitted to 
anſwer all the ends of ht formation; and to perfect 
the growth of the plant, to which they miniſter. On 
this account they claim our attention, and call for our 
adoration of him, who hath given ze tbe wncamely parti 
a more abundant comelingſs. The proofs of God's wiſdom 
and goodneſs, which ariſe from every view of the crea- 
ti ſhould render us diligent in our inveſtigation of 
his works : + ©* the farther reſearches we make into this 
cc ſtupendous ſcene of things, the more beauty | and har- 
&., mony Jhal we ſee in them: and the ſtronger and 


+ Monſ. Crou/az, (in his preface to the Exan: ination of Pope's Eſay on Man,) remarks, 
I never find myſelf more ſenſibly touched with the pleaſure of exiſting, than hen 
I apply myſelf to run thro' the gradations of beings. The little knowledge which 
* have in the Anatomy of Plants and their fruits, makes them already appear to me 
«© a ſubject worthy of exhauſting my admiration. I loſe myſelf in the (earch of the 
e diſtribution of their claſſes, their genera, ſpecies, and individuals, which cloſely 
« examined, preſent ne and undeterminable differences between them. —In propor- 
de tion as my taſte for the knowledge of nature grows ſtrong and advances, it ſeems 
<« to me, that our earth alqne contains wonders enough. to take pp Pbolf lives, infi- 
41 E. longer than mine. | 
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« clearer convictions ſhall we have of the being, power 
ce and wiſdom of the divine Architect, who hath made all 
things to concur, with an aſtoniſhing conformity, in 
carrying on, by various and innumerable combinations 
of matter, (all exact in number, weight and meaſure,) 
ſuch a circulation of cauſes and effects, as was neceſ- 
ſary to the great ends of nature.” 

When we contemplate this vaſt + on which we 
tread, and extend our views to the marvellous works 
of Omnipotence, which every where ſurround us: when 
with the accuracy of Philoſophers, and the devotion of 
Chriſtians, we ſurvey theſe glorious inſtances of power, 
with all their reſpective relations, curious dependencies, 
and mutual aſſiſtances Can we poſlibly refrain from 
proſtrating ourſelves before the throne of the ſovereign 
architect! Muſt we not be ſtruck with the profoundeſt 
humility, at our own littleneſs ; at the narrowneſs of 
our moſt enlarged capacities, and the imperfection of 
our moſt finiſhed performances! For what are all the de- 
vices of men, and the eſſays of human art, when com- 
pared with the plans of eternal wiſdom, and the exerti- 
ons of Almighty power! Muſt we not, with tranſported 
hearts, adore that incomprehenſible. Jebovab, who. after 
fabricating this world, and enriching it with moſt ama- 


Zing beauty and utility, hath munificently conſtituted 


man 
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man the Lord thereof: and who from man, thus highly 
diſtinguiſhed, requires only in return the tribute of obe- 
dience, thankfulneſs, and praiſe. Are you already 
gain'd over by theſe wonderful manifeſtations of the di- 
vine favour and friendſhip ?—To what a height then 
muſt ariſe your gratitude and rapture, when you reflect 
that God, thro' the merits of his atoning Son, | hath 
moſt graciouſly reſerved for you a better, even a 
celeſtial world, where flows a pure river, clear as 
chryſtal, proceeding out of the throne of God, and of the 
lamb : and where, on either fide of the river, blooms the 5 
tree of life which fadeth not away : oh bleſſed are they, 
who do his commandments, that they may have a right to 
* this tree of immortality and happineſs ! * 

2. The royal Prophet, in the text, compares that 
ATONING SO, the promiſed Meſſiab, to the ten- 
der herb, ſpringing out of the earth, the branch of the 
Lord bringing forth much fruit for the falvation and 
happineſs of men : and who not only ſprung from a de- 


| cayed root, the root of Fefſe, + as to his natural and mi- 


raculous birth; but ſprung alſo, by a divine generation, 
. Revel. xxl. | 1 


+ Tfaiah xi. 10. liii. 2, Cc. 
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from the grave, like an herb from the earth, by the 
power of the Divinity, the ſacred LIGHT of the world, 
his own eternal Godhead; 4 which quickened his mortal 
nature, and gives life to the whole race of men. * 
His reſurrection from the tomb, was a pledge and 
earneſt of urs; and the hope of that reſurrection to a 
life of immortality and glory, is that alone, which can 
render the preſent ſtate of things tolerable, or ſuggeſt 
to us, amidſt the changes and chances of this world, 
arguments of reſignation and comfort. Without this 
chearing hope, who can wonder at the complaint of the 3 
vanity of human life, which Job fo pathetically makes, 
Man who is born of a woman, ſays tlie afflicted Job, is of 


| few days and full of miſery ; he cometh forth like a flower, 


and is cut down | He fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and never 
continueth in one fiay! And there was juſt reaſon for this 

complaint, if we conſider Feb, as under ſome doubts re- 

ſpecting futurity, as not clearly aſcertained of that /fe- 
aud immortality, which is brought to light by the goſpel=— 
There is hope of a-tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
ſprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not 
ceaſe : though. tbe root thereof wax. old in the earth, and 


+ John viii. 12, Sc. 
* fobni..4, 9, &c.. Rom. iv. 4. 
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the flock. thereof in the ground ; yet thro the ſcent of water 
it will bud, and bring forth boughs like aplant.—But man 
dieth and.waſteth away .: yea, man giveth up the ghoſt ; — 
and where is he Mie can anſwer, Safe in the embra- 
ces of his God, with whom his ſpirit ſhall reſt in feli- 
city, thro the interceſſion of a riſen Redeemer ; A Re- 
deemer, who hath vanquiſhed death, triumphed. over 
the corruption of the grave, and who, on a ſolemn 
Day approaching, ſhall call the bodies of his Saints from 
their tombs to life, light, and immortality. 

How doth this hope diſpel all. the fears and diſſipate 
all the evils. of this tranſitory ſcenel How: ſhould it in- 
| ſpire us, with an unwearied reſolution and endeavour to 
pleaſe that Lord of excellent power, who will come in 
the clouds, with all his holy angels, io judge the world? 
And how ſhould it animate us to exert all thoſe duties 
of Chriſtianity, which will then ſecure the great Judge's 
approbation ; and will now refreſh our ſouls with the 
beſt aſſurance, we can: have. below, of that approbation, 
with the teſtimony of an applauding conſcience ; which 
we ſhall not fail to enjoy, when in Fed's beautiful lan- 
guage. we are able to ſay; The bleſſing of him, who 
« was ready to.periſh came upon me, and I cauſed the 


« widow s heart to lng for joy. I put on righteouſneſs, 
« and 
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« and it clothed me; my judgment was as a robe, and 
ca diadem. I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I 


« to the lame. I was a father to the poor, and the 


© cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out. When the 


« ear heard me, then it blefſed me, and when the eye 


« ſaw me, then it gave witneſs to me.” 


Happy they, who, conſcious of the Aicktals and 
frailty of human life, thus, by the diſcharge of every 
Chriſtian virtue, prepare for the ſolemn day of reſur- 
rection! Happy vou, if your conſtant intercourſe with 
ſickneſs, renders your hearts ſuſceptible of all the im- 
preſſions of humanity, and inſpires you with fervent 
deſires to remove or alleviate the ſufferings of your fel- 
low-creatures. Yes, — happy vou, if the reiterated ſcenes 
of pain and death beget in your minds an anxious con- 
cern about that awful futurity, whereof you are ſo fre- 
quently admoniſhed : If the dying couch of others leads 
you to the improvement of your own mortality, ſtimu- 
lates you to the diſcharge of every duty, and enables 
you to maintain an unremitted preparation for eternity. 
Then when you ſhall be called upon, in your turns, to 
act the cloſing part of life, the retroſpe& of your days, 
thus paſſed in humble faith, and active obedience, ſhall 
ſtrengthen you in your laſt agonies.— And when you 


c have 


. 


have bade an everlaſting farewell to this theatre of pain 
and ſorrow, an entrance ſhall be adminiſtered to you 
into that world, where the inhabitant ſhall not ſay, I am 


fel: for the 1 who dwell therein * be forgiven 
their iniquity. * 


That this may be the bleſſed portion of every one 
of us, may the God and Father of mercies grant, for 
the fake of Jeſus Chriſt our only Saviour. Amen. 


* Tſaich xxxiii, 24s 
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Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in the V. egetable 
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N. B. The Firſt or Second Sermon may be had ſeparate, Price 15. 
Likewiſe all the other Works of the Rev. Mr. Dopp. 


- > - 
2 
* 
5 
* 
. 2 

a ; 
* * — 

— 

1 -% * 
* 
1 
2 
» 
| 


1 
F ” * 
y - 
* 
1 = 
= 


** 


